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The Abſurd Conduct of the Mr no- 
pisTs Diſplayed, &c. 


GENTLEMEN, 


N HE N the Doctrine of Grace, ſtat- 

8 W > ed and defended by ſo maſterly a 

N Writer as the Lord Biſhop of Glo- | 
ceſter (who enlightens every Sub- . 

ject he takes in Hand) was advertiſed in 

the publick Papers, I naturally concluded 

the Controverſy would have been at an 

End: But ſoon after, when I ſaw your 

Reply; the Importance of the Subject, and 

an earneſt Deſire of having my Judgment 

fully ſettled in this Point, made me very 

impatient to ſee the Conſequence of the 

Diſpute. I thought the leaſt that could be . 

reaſonably expected from ſuch a Combina- 

tion of able Pens, was, to ſee the Queſtion 

clearly ſtated, and fairly argued, the moſt 

material Objections anſwered, and the whole 

ſet in a clear and proper Light, 
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Bur having now conſidered and ex- 
amined what you have offered upon this 
Head, with all the Applications and Exact- 
neſs I am capable of, I muſt freely own 
that I find myſelf diſappointed ; and that I 
cannot ſatisfy my Underſtanding concerning 
the Truth of ſome general Principles you 
have laid down, or the Concluſions you have 
drawn from them. 


I SHALL therefore take the Liberty to lay 
before you ſome of thoſe Reaſons, which, 
till you can inform me better, muſt incline 
me to think that you have Jaid the great 
Streſs of Chriſtianity, the Peace of Men's 
Conſcience, and the Salvation of Souls, upon 
a mere precarious Foundation, which is by 
no Means ſufficient to bear ſuch a Weight; 
that you cannot yourſelves, upon your own 
Principles, have any rational Confidence to- 
wards God ; and that thoſe ſerious Chriſtians 
to whom you appeal, and for whoſe Sake 
only, you ſay you appeared in this Argu- 
ment, mult either lay aſide their Reaſon and 
Underſtanding i in the great Articles of their 
Faith, and content themſelves to believe 
implicitly as you are pleaſed to direct them, 
or elſe be left under endleſs and inextricable 
Doubts and Perplexities, about their ſpiritual 
State, and the Salvation of their Souls; ſince 
you have tied them down under the Penalty 
of eternal Damoation, or at leaſt as they 


expect 
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: me 
expect any Covenant Mercy from Gop, to 
the firm Belief of a Point, which, upon a 
fair Enquiry, they muſt in all Probability 


find to be extremely doubtful at leaſt, if 
not altogether contrary, not only to the Na- 


ture and Reaſon of Things, but to the plain 


repeated Declarations of Gop in the Chriſ- 
tian Revelation. 


I SHALL not inſiſt upon your poſitive and 
dogmatical Way of writing, as if you were 
as certain of what you inſiſt on, as you are 
that the Sun ſhines at Noon-Day ; ; nor ſhall 
I urge againſt you, your not once ſuppoſing, 
that you may poſſibly be miſtaken in this 
Caſe ; and therefore that it would not be 
ſafe for ſerious plain Chriſtians abſolutely to 
depend upon you ; but that they ought, 
with the utmoſt Impartiality, and with 
equal Fairneſs and Indifferency, to conſider 
and weigh the Evidence on both Sides, 
ſeeking Truth only, for its own Sake; with- 
out regarding whether the Weight of hu- 
man Authority, or any of the Intereſts or 
Advantages of this World, be for, or againſt 
it. Certainly ſuch an Acknowledgement, 
and ſuch Advice, at leaſt once for all, had 
been but fair and honeſt in thoſe, who diſ- 
claim Infallibility. But at the ſame Time 


that you diſclaim an abſolute Infallibility, 


you yet ſtand hard by a ſtrict, abſolute, or 
indubitable Certainty in Matters of Faith; 


as 
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as your great, and main Principle. This 
Certainty, in Matters of Faith, this immo- 
veable Confidence, or ſtedfaſt Adherence to 
a Thing beyond its juſt Degree of rational 
objective Evidence, (which is the great Foun- 
dation of all Biggotry and Enthuſiaſm) you 


hold faſt as your Integrity, and will not 
let it go. 


Now, though I cannot imagine how 
Gop ſhould make a Man more infallible 
in his Judgment in any Caſe, than by 
imparting to him the certain Knowledge 
of the Thing; it being, I think, impoſſible 
that . the human Underſtanding ſhould be 
more infallible than Knowledge, or Cer- 
tainty can render it; yet I will not contend 
much with you about a Name; and 
therefore, if you do not like the Sound of 
Infallibility, I ſhall ſubſtitute your own 
Words inſtead of it; namely, Knowledge, 
or Certainty, in Matters of Faith: And as 
I think they are the ſame Thing, ſo I am 
{ure that all the natural neceſſary Conſe- 
quences of either, muſt be exactly the 
ſame; and though in a looſe and com- 
mon Way of Expreſſion, Men may con- 
found (as Enthuſiaſts always do) Know- 
ledge with Belief or Perſuaſion, Certain- 
ty with Probability; yet in ſtrict Reaſoning, 
we ought always to diſtinguiſh them, 
both in their Nature and Conſequences, 

| | otherwiſe 
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otherwiſe we cannot Bp confounding 


the Nature and Reaſon of Things. 
Every Propoſition, or whatever is, or 
can be objectively propoſed to the Under- 
ſtandings of Men, as the Matter of their 
Aſſent or Diſſent, muſt be ſelf-evident, 
demonſtrative, or probable only. Where 
the Relation of Agreement, or Diſagreement 
between any two Ideas is perceived, by an 
immediate Juxta- Poſition of the Ideas them- 
ſelves, the Propoſition is ſelf-evident. 
When the Relation of Agreement, or 
Diſagreement between any two Ideas, 
is diſcovered by a Train of intermediate 
Ideas, each Antecedent having an imme- 
diate ſelf-evident Connection with its next 
ſubſequent Idea, ſo as that the firſt, and laſt 


Step in the whole Chain of Reaſoning ſhall . 


be joined together, by a Train of ſelf-evi- 
dent Perceptions: In this Caſe the Propo- 
ſition will be demonſtrative, as being found- 
ed upon ſtrict mathematical Evidence; 
that is, the Propofition, in either of theſe 
Caſes, will be neceſſarily true; and the con- 
trary, abſolutely impoſſible in the Nature, 
and Reaſon of Things. This demonſtrative 
Evidence is the only Foundation of Know- 
ledge or Certainty; and whatever falls 
ſhort of this, can amount only to Probabi. 
lity; and can lay a rational Foundation for 
no more than Opinion, Belief, or Perſua- 

ſion, 
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ſion; in which, how high ſoever the De- 
grees of Probability may ariſe, we cannot 
conclude the Thing to be neceſſarily true, 
but the very contrary will ſtill be poſſible. 
There will always be this eſſential Differ- 
ence between Certainty and Probability, 
Knowledge and Belief, or Opinion ; that 
where there is one, the Thing muſt ne- 
ceſſarily be true; whereas the other till 
leaves the Matter in ſome Degree doubtful, 
and muſt always ſuppoſe the Poſſibility 
of the Contrary. The confounding of 
theſe Things, ſo very different in them- 
ſelves ; the pretending to Knowledge, or 
Certainty in Matters which are incapable of 
ſuch Evidence ; and miſtaking the Strength 
of Perſuaſion for the Certainty and Evi- 
dence of the Thing, is the proper Nature 
of Enthuſiaſm: For all that Strength of 
Perſuaſion, which goes beyond the rati- 


onal objective Evidence of Things to the 


Underſtanding, is commonly attributed to 
ſome divine Impulſe, or to the internal 
Witneſs, and Teſtimony of the Spirit, to 
the Heart and Conſciences of Believers, 


WHEN once a Man is well ſettled in 
ſuch a Perſuaſion; when once. he comes 
to think that he muſt not ſee but feel the 
Truth ; or that he muſt not ſee with his 
Underſtatiding, but with ſomething elle ; 


he is got above the Force of Argument, or 


rational 


* 


rational Conviction: You will then in vain 
_ endeavour to ſhew him the Inſufficiency of 
his Principles, or the Weakneſs and Abſur- 
dities of his Reaſonings; for he has Gop 
himſelf (he tells you) ſpeaking inwardly to 
his Soul, ſtriking him with irreſiſtible Con- 
viction, preventing his Faculties, and forc- 
ing his Aſſent by a ſuper-rational over- 
whelming Light. If you tell him, you 
cannot perceive the neceſſary Truth, or ſo 
much as the Probability of what he pre- 
tends to know, and be ſo certain of; that is, 
he will ſay, becauſe you have not the 
Spirit of Gop; or becauſe you lean too 
much to your own Underſtanding, and judge 
of Things by your carnal corrupted Rea- 
ſon; but that for his Part, he has the Spirit 
within himſelf, witnefſivg with his Spirit, 
that he 1s actually in the Right; his Under- 
ſtanding and Reaſon are enlightened, refined, 
and ſpiritualized; and therefore he can ſee 
plainly, the Truth and Neceflity of what 
may appear abſolutely falſe, impoſſible, and 
contradictory to carnal Reaſon. If you 
urge him further, that you hope you have 
been ſincere in your Enquiries, that Truth, 


the Honour of Gop, and the Salvation of. 


Souls, are infinitely dear to you ; and that 
as far as you know any Thing of your own 
Hearts, you are to facrifice all that you have 
in the World to them; that you are ſenſible 
of the Weakneſs of your Underſtandings, 
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and how liable you are to Error; and therefore 
to your Studies you have always joined the | 
moſt fervent Prayers to Gop, that he would | 
guide and direct you by his Spirit; lead you into | 
all neccflaty Truths; and not leave you 
under any dangerous Error; and conſequent- 
ly, that you hope, that if you ſhould, after | 
all that Pains, be at laſt miſtaken, Gop will | 
* graciouſly pity your Weakneſs, accept of 
your fincere Endeavours to know and do 
his Will, and not condemn you for an in- 
vincible Error. To all this the Enthuſiaſt 
will very gravely reply, if not in plain 
Words, at leaſt by Inuendoes, that all this 
is mere Grimace ; that you pretend a Love 
bs | to Truth, the Glory of Gov, and the like, 
= - only to carry on ſome baſe Deſign or other ; 
that he for his Part is certainly 1 in the Right, 
he knows, and is ſure of it; as having the 
Truth witneffed to his Conſcience, by 'the 
infallible Teſtimony of the Spirit of Gop; 
and therefore if you were indeed fincere, 
as you pretend; if you had really the Spirit 
of Gop, and were not Reprobates ; then 


you could not but ſee, and think, and feel, 
-as he oy. | 


\ 


q AND now 11 imagine, the Enthuſiaſt has 
| fairly tied you down, and you can ftand 
no longet againſt him; for no Force of Rea- 

ſoning, no Strength of Argument, can pre- 

vail againſt the Weight and Strength of 

Enthu- 
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Enthuſiaſm, I wiſh, Gentlemen, you had 
not treated this Subject in ſuch a Manner, 
as to give the World Occaſion to ſuſpect, 
that you come at the Knowledge and Cer- 
tainty you pretend to, only in the En- 
thuſiaſtick Way. | 


Tuls viſionary Scheme is always neceſ- 
ſarily attended with two very ill Conſe- 
quences, which it never fails to produce 
in Fact, I mean, implicit Faith, and un- 
charitable Zeal. As to the Firſt of theſe, 
it is certain that all that Strength of Perſua- 
ſion, which exceeds the Bounds of the 
Evidence of Things, muſt be implicit 
Faith, without any rational Foundation; 
for when once a Man is well ſettled in his 
Enthuſiaſm, and is ſufficiently heated with 
a myſterious Fire, he may work himſelf 
up to a ſtrong Perſuaſion, not only without, 
and beyond, but even contrary to all rational 
Evidence whatſoever; of which we have 
an undeniable Proof in the far greater Part 
of the Chriſtian World, who upon this 
very Account have been wrought into the 
Belief of the groſſeſt Abſurdity, and com- 
plicated Contradiction, that could ever have 
been thought of, or impoſed on the Un- 
derſtandings of Men. And though the 
pretended Neceſſity of believing what ap- 
pears not abſolutely unintelligible, but con- 
tradictory alſo, is the ſole Principle upon 

| Ba Which 
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which the Belief of Tranſubſtantiation itſelf 
is founded, yet this is a Principle among 
Proteſtants ; in Conſequence whereof, if they 
are not actually, they are liable at leaſt to be 
as much impoſed oh. 


SUFFICIENT, abundantly ſufficient, will 
it be to expoſe this Effect of Enthuſiaſm, 
barely to repreſent it in its own Light ; and 
this will be done by only ſtating the true 
Notion of Faith: And it is this, Faith is an 
Aſſent of the Underſtanding to the Truth 
of a Propofition, upon the Teſtimony of 
a Perſon, whoſe Credit, and Veracity, may 
reaſonably be depended on. Before there- 
fore we can believe the Truth of any Pro- 
poſition, upon the Teſtimony of another, 
we muſt be fatisfied as to two Things; 
that it 1s indeed teſtified by that other, whoſe 
Authority is alledged for it, and. that it is 
not a mere Impoſition, or Forgery. 


SECONDLY, we mult alſo underſtand the 
Meaning of the Propoſition ; or be able to 
affix in our Minds ſome ſettled determined 
Ideas to the ſeveral Terms of it, before we 
can believeit on Teſtimony ; or employ any 
Act of the Mind at all about it; unleſs it 
is barely ſuſpending our Judgment concern- 
ing it. For the Aſſent of the Underſtand- 
ing, whether it proceeds upon certain or 
probable Reaſons, divine or human, Teſti- 

mony 
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mony, or any Thing elle, belog only the 
joining or ſeparating of Ideas in affirmative - 
or negative Propoſitions, as the Things them- 
ſelves are ſuppoſed to agree or diſagree : It 
1s certain, that we cannot thus join, or ſepa- 
rate Ideas in Proportions of which we have 
no Ideas at all; that is, we cannot believe 
or diſbelieve, what we have no Notion, or 
Conception of. And indeed, Faith or Be- 
lief, in your Account of it, muſt be defin— 
ed to be, an Aſſent of the Underſtanding to 
what no Man can underſtand; and the join- 
ing, or ſeparating of Ideas in mere verbal 
Propoſitions, where we have, or can have, 
any Ideas at all. 


As this is undeniably the Caſe, it may be 
worth while to examine the Pleas of En- 
thuſiam, for the Belief of myſterious Pro- 
poſitions. It is commonly urged therefore, 
by the Patrons of an implicit incomprehen- 
fible Faith, Fir/?, That the Scripture itſelf 
repreſents the great Doctrines of the Chriſ- 
tian Revelation, under the Notion of Myſ- 
teries. Secondly, That though we cannot 
believe any Thing contrary to Reaſon, yet 
we may and ought to believe many Things 
which are above Reaſon, or beyond our 
Comprehenſion. Thirdly, That thoſe are, in 
Fact, infinite Things in Nature, which we 
cannot underſtand, and which we are obli- 
ged to believe, A clear Anſwer to theſe 

Objections 


a 
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Objections will, I preſume, ſet this Matter 
in a proper Light, and ſatisfy every rational 
Enquirer. 


To the Fir/t, therefore, that the Scrip- 
ture itſelf repreſents the great Doctrines of 
Chriſtianity under the Notion of Myſteries, 
and conſequently that we muſt believe Myſ- 
teries, or not believe the Scriptures ; I ſay, 
a Myſtery, in the Scripture Senſe of it, is 
a Thing that natural Reaſon could not diſ- 
cover, and conſequently which muſt have 
been unknown if Gop had not revealed it. 
And of this Kind, I own, there are ſeveral 
Doctrines in the Chriſtian Religion, before 
the Revelation was given and made known, 
which are above Reaſon, or beyond our 
Comprehenfion, and were therefore Myſ- 
teries ; but ceaſe to be ſo now they are re- 
vealed. Accordingly Cnr1sT ſays to his 
Diſciples, hat to them it was given to know 
the Myſteries of the Kingdom of Gon. Again, 
St. Paul ſpeaks of the , "nt; Ak of the Myſ- 
tery which was kept ſecret ſince the World A 
gan: And to the Corinthians, behold, I ſhew 
you a Myſtery! What St. Paul here diſco- 
vers was a Secret, an unknown Thing be- 
fore, and muſt have continued ſo without 
a Revelation, and therefore he calls it a 
Myſtery ; but if it was to have remained a 
Myſtery aſter he had revealed it, he could 


with no Propriety, or Truth, have ſaid as he 
doth 


© on 


doth, Behold, I ſhew you a Myſtery !' or make 
known to you what was before moſt:cer- 
tainly a Myſtery : And indeed it muſt be a 
ſtrange Sort of a Revelation, which leaves 
the Thing as much a Myſtery as before. 


At this Rate every Thing might be re- 
vealed, and nothing made known. It will, 
perhaps, he alledged, that what St. Paul 
here reveals, is revealed but in Part; that 


the Thing ſtill remains, in Part, myſterious; 


for we know not how, or after what Man- 
ner, this Change will be made, or what Sort 
of incorruptible Bodies theſe will be. To 
which the Anſwer is obvious and eaſy; 
that we are to believe a Thing only ſo far 
as it is revealed; and as to the ſtill myſte- 
rious, or unrevealed Part, as we know No- 


thing of it, ſo we can believe Nothing at 


all about it; for as we cannot in Reaſon, 
we are not oblig'd by Revelation, to carry 
our Faith one Jot beyond our Underſtand- 
ing; for where Myſtery begins, there un- 
queſtionably Religion ends. 


To apply then this Reaſoning to the Caſe 


in Hand: That the Bodies of thoſe, who 


ſhall be found alive at the Laſt Day, will 
ſuddenly be changed; and that this Change 


will render them incorruptible, is what is 


reveal'd to our Underſtandings; and this 


we believe, as being made plain and intel- 


ligible 
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ligible enough by Revelation; but after 
what Manner this Change will be brought 
about; or what particular Sort or Kind of 
incorruptible Bodies theſe will be, as it is 
not reveal'd to us, as we have no Ideas of 
it, and know Nothing about it, for that 
Reaſon cannot be the Object of our Faith; 
ſo that our Faith muſt for ever keep Pace 
with our Underſtandings, and cannot move 
a Hair's Breadth beyond it; and what goes 
further, muſt be a blind, implicit Faith ; a 
mere mechanical Impulie, Enthuſiaſm, or 
a ſtrong Perſuaſion, without any rational 
Grounds. 


Secondly, It is ſaid, that though we can- 
not believe any Thing contrary to Reaſon, 
yet we may, and ought to believe many 
Things which are above our Reaſon. Now, 
if by Things above Reaſon here, be meant 
Things which can only be known by Re- 
velation, it is very true that we are obliged 
to believe many Things upon the Score of 
Revelation, which never could have been 
diſcovered by our Reaſon, unaſſiſted by Re- 
velation ; but then, I ſay, that thoſe Things 
which are in this Senie above Reaſon, as 
depending wholly upon Revelation, muſt, 
by the Revelation itſelf, be brought down 
to our Underſtandings and Capaciues, ſo as 
to enable us to form ſome clear and conſiſt- 
ent Notions and Conceptions of them. But 


if 


Wa 

if by Things above Reaſon, be meant, all 
ſuch Things as are wholly incomprehenſi- 
ble; or Things of which we cannot have 
any diſtinct Notion or Perception at all; I 
fay it will be as abſur'd and impoſſible, in 
this Senſe, to believe Things above Reaſon, 
as It is to believe, Things contrary to Rea- 
ſon; for Nothing, I think, can be more 
unreaſonable, or contrary to Reaſon, than 
to require a Man to believe what he can 
have no diſtin Notion, or any ſettled de- 
termin'd Idea of. | 


Bor to ſhew the Weakneſs and Abſur- 
dity of this Diſtinction thus underſtood, let 
us but ſuppoſe one inclined to make the 
ſame Uſe of his Eye-fight, that the En- 
thuſiaſt does of his Underſtanding; and in 
order to this, he diſtinguiſhes between 
Things contrary to his Eye - fight, and 
Things above, or beyond his Eye ſight, and 
hereupon affirms, that though no Man can 
ſee a Thing contrary to his Eye- ſight, yet 
he both may and ought to ſee many Things 
which are above and beyond his Eye-fight, 
or out of Sight. Such an one, I imagine, 
muſt be allow'd to paſs for a Viſionary with 
a Witneſs; and I leave thoſe who are con- 
cern'd, to determine what Difference there 
is betwixt believing, what is above and be- 
yond our Underſtandings; and ſeeing, what 
is above, and beyond our Eye-ſight; or be- 
twixt 


EE 
twixt believing without Ideas, or ſeeing 
without Light, or viſible Objects. 


Ir is further in the laſt Place urged in 
Favour of this Enthuſiaſtic Scheme, that 
there are infinite Things in Nature which 
we cannot underſtand, which yet we can- 
not but believe. And here indeed it would 
be pleaſant enough, if it were not for the 
ill Conſequences of it, to obſerve, how e- 
gregiouſly ſome Divines trifle and blunder 
on this Subject: They are ſometimes ex- 
tremely modeſt with Regard to their Un- 
derſtandings, in Compliment to their Faith; 
they will readily own, what indeed they do 
make abundantly evident, that they un- 
derſtand very little of the Nature, and Rea- 
ſon of Things: But then what they want 
in Underſtanding, they ſufficiently make up 
in believing: That there are infinite Things 
in Nature which we do not underſtand, and 
which are wholly beyond our Comprehen- 
ſion, and above our Reaſon, I ſhall very 
frankly own; but then, I at the ſame Time 
affirm, that not one of thoſe infinite un- 


known Things, can be the Object of our 
Faith, 


I Have frequently in Converſation preſ- 
ſed theſe myſterious Believers, (who think 
they have raiſed their Faith above their Un- 
derſtandipgs) to give me one ſingle Inſtance, 
expreſſed 
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expreſſed in any clear and intelligible Pro- 
poſition of a Thing that they believe, and 
that they do not at the ſame Time under- 
ſtand; and though one would think this but 
a reaſonable Requeſt from thoſe, who talk 
ſo much of believing above Reaſon ; yet I 
could never prevail upon one of them to o- 
blige me thus far; and I am fo well aſſur'd 
of theſe Men's Obſtinancy in this Caſe, that 
I dare ſay, let who will beſeech them, they 
never will do it. 


To what an amazing Degree of Enthu- 
fiaſm and Biggttry muſt Men be brought, 
before they can thus ſubſtitute the Overflow- 
ings of an over-heated Brain, in the Room 
of the rational Operations of the Spirit of 
Gop; and then damn all that will not be- 
lieve the ſame Abſurdities, and will not join 
with them in the ſame Jingle of unintelligi- 


ble Sounds. 


I BESEECH you, Gentlemen, nay, I con- 
jure you, as ye are Miniſters of the Goſpel, 
in the Name of your great Lord and Maſter, 
and as you expect to be judged by him, to 
let us know by what Authority you have 
taken upon you to make new Fundamen- 
tals, or to declare any Thing as neceſſary to 
Salvation, which Gop, by any Revelation 
to Mankind, has never made fo? By what 
Authority have you ſeparated yourſelves from 
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the Apoſtolical Church of England, and be- 
come Patrons of the Uſurpers of the Eccle- 

ſiaſtical Miniſtry, Invaders of the Prieſtly 
Office, a Society utterly deſtitute of all Pow- 
er and Authority of either preaching the 
Word, or adminiſtring the Sacraments; and 
conſequently become no Part of the true 
Church of CHRIST, having no Commiſſion 
or Succeſſion to ſhew : For without a lawful 
Commiſſion, there can be no lawful Mini- 
{try ; and haviog forfeited all Tithe to being 
any longer Members of the Church, by re- 
nouncing all Submiſſion to your Ordinaries, 

and at the ſame Time pretending to be the 
only true Members of the Church yourſelves, 

have unavoidably involved yourſelves in the 
Dilemma of Perjury and I lypocriſy; and 
attempting to eſtabliſh a heretical and ſchiſ- 
matical Communion, have thruſt yourſelves 
as Guides upon the Road to Heaven, in ut- 
ter Contempt and Oppoſition to all the 
Guides of Gop's Appointment, from the 
Days of the Apoſtles. But could you prove 
your Pretence to an extraordinary Miſſion, 
(which is impoſſible) yet ſtill, while we have 
our Bible in our Hands, you could not give 
us the leaſt Shaddow of a Proof, that the 
Doctrines taught by your Miſſionaries are 
fundamental Truths, or neceſſary to Salva- 
tion ; and what an Anti-chriſtian Tyranny, 
what an Outrage of uncharitable Zeal then, 

is it in you, to pronounce great Numbers of 


your 


„ 


your Fellow Chriſtians in a damnable State, 
who believe in, and worſhip the ſame God, 
through the alone Mediation and Interceſſion 
of the ſame Lord, Redeemer, and only be- 
gotten Son of Gop, depending upon the 
effectual Aid and Aſſiſtance of the ſame 
bleſſed Spirit of Gop, in Hope of the ſame 
glorious Immortality, through the ſame 
Sanctification of the Spirit, and Holineſs of 
Life; to deliver over, I ſay, notwithſtanding 
all this, great Numbers of your Fellow Chriſ- 
tians to the uncovenanted Mercy of Gop, 
which is only a ſofter Name for the Flames 
of an eternal Hell; and this, merely for not 
believing, what they could ſee no Reaſon to 
believe. 


Bor though I have ſufficient Reaſon to 
conclude that you are under a Miſtake in 
this Matter, yet I have more Charity than 


to think your Error is. damnable. I am 


perſuaded, that whatever Miſtakes are con- 
ſiſtent with a ſincere Endeavour to know, 
and do, the Will of Gop, are conſiſtent with 
Holineſs, and therefore with Salvation ; and 
that Gop will not only not condemn a 
Man for an Error abſolutely invincible, but 
will alſo, upon the gracious Terms of the 
Goſpel-Covenant, by a general Repentance, 
through the Merits of CHRIST, be ready to 
pardon all ſuch Miſtakes as Men fall into, 
not from any vicious, ſelfiſh Principle, or 
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any wilful Oppoſition to the Truth, but 
from human Frailty, or ſuch Weakneſſes 


and Overſights, as are common to the beſt of 


Men. This is certainly moſt agreeable to 


the Genius and Spirit of Chriſtianity; a 
Principle every where recommended, and en- 


forced, by the Goſpel of CuR1sT ; ; and with- 
out ſuch a Principle of Charity, and that 
Difpofition and Conduct that flow from it, 
and be influenc'd by it, I fear the moſt il- 
luminated Dogmatizer of you all would 
have Reafon to tremble under the Inſpec- 
tion of his omniſcient Lox Dp, and deſpair of 
his own Salvation. 


Tur Sentiments of a real Church of Eng- 
land Man are, that he can worſhip the one 
true Gor, through the Mediation and Me— 
rits of his only begotten Son, depending up- 
on the effectual Aid and Aſſiſtance of the 
Holy Spirit, to lead him into all neceſſary 
Truths, and to guide him thro' the Snares 
and Temptations of this World, in the Way 
of Peace and Holineſs, to the heavenly ever- 
laſting Kingdom, without thinking himſelf 
obliged to pronounce Damnation on one Side 
or the other, where Men appear equally ho- 
neſt and ſincere, merely becauſe they cannot 
agree about ſome Points, which ſome weak 
Zealots may reckon of Importance. In ſuch 
Caſes it ſeldom happens but the confident, 
prefuming, dogmatical Side are in the Wrong, 
wit 
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with regard to their Notions, but much 
more in their Conduct, when they are ſo 
free with their Anathemas and Curſes, as if 
Gop had entruſted them with the Keys of 
the Bottomleſs Pit, and withall given them 
a Commiſſion to confign over thoſe to ever- 
laſting Fire, who, in the Judgment of the 
whole impartial World, muſt be look'd vp 
on as intelligent and honeſt, as good Men, 
and as good Chriſtians, as themſelves. 


Ir you will, from any juſt and clear Rea- 
ſonings, make it appear that I am miſtaken 
in charging you with Enthuſiaſm ; that your 
Zeal in this Caſe 1s according to Knowledge ; 
and that you have infiſted upon nothing as 
neceſſary, but what CHRISH has made fo 
in the Goſpel; I promite to retract all I have 
ſaid upon this Score; and ſhall be ſo far 
from thinking it a Diſgrace, that I ſhall re- 
Joice in a clearer Light, and be glad of an 
Opportunity to ſhew how readily 1 can fa- 
crifice what is reckoned a Point of Reputa- 
tion, to the ſuperior Intereſt of Truth, where- 
ever it ſhall be propos'd with ſufficient Evi- 
dence to my Underſtanding. I ſhall always 
be ready either to ſubmit upon Conviction, 
or give you my father Reaſons why I can- 
not. be convinced; and as to the Event, it 
doth not at all concern me, whether I am 
enlightened by receiving your Pri: nelples, or 
more ſtrengthened in my own. 


I ant, 
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I am, Gentlemen, with Reſpect to all in 
the Obligations of Juſtice, Peace, and Cha- 


rity, 


Your moſt obedient humble Servant, 


A. T. Blackſmith, 


At Paulton, May, 1764. 
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